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Billing Instructions on how and/or where to provide CLIA certification or waiver 
number on the following claim type submissions: 

 
Paper Claims  
Complete Box 23 of a CMS-1500 form with CLIA certification or waiver number as the prior authorization 
number for those laboratory services for which CLIA certification or waiver is required. 
 
*Note 
An independent clinical laboratory that elects to file a paper claim form shall file Form CMS-1500 for 
a referred laboratory service (as it would any laboratory service). The line item services must be 
submitted with a modifier 90.  An independent clinical laboratory that submits claims in paper format 
may not combine non-referred (i.e., self-performed) and referred services on the same CMS-1500 
claim form. When the referring laboratory bills for both non-referred and referred tests, it shall 
submit two separate claims, one claim for non-referred tests, the other for referred tests. If billing for 
services that have been referred to more than one laboratory, the referring laboratory shall submit a 
separate claim for each laboratory to which services were referred (unless one or more of the 
reference laboratories are separately billing).  When the referring laboratory is the billing laboratory, 
the reference laboratory’s name, address, and ZIP Code shall be reported in item 32 on the CMS-1500 
claim form to show where the service (test) was actually performed. The NPI shall be reported in item 
32a. Also, the CLIA certification or waiver number of the reference laboratory shall be reported in 
item 23 on the CMS-1500 claim form. 
 
              
 
EDI 
If a single claim is submitted for those laboratory services for which CLIA certification or waiver is required, 
report the CLIA certification or waiver number in: X12N 837 (HIPAA version) loop 2300, REF02. REF01 = X4 
   

-Or- 
 
If a claim is submitted with both laboratory services for which CLIA certification or waiver is required and non-
CLIA covered laboratory test, in the 2400 loop for the appropriate line report the CLIA certification or waiver 
number in: X12N 837 (HIPAA version) loop 2400, REF02. REF01 = X4 
 
 
*Note 
The billing laboratory submits, on the same claim, tests referred to another (referral/rendered) laboratory, 
with modifier 90 reported on the line item and reports the referral laboratory’s CLIA certification or waiver 
number in: X12N 837 (HIPAA version) loop 2400, REF02. REF01 = F4.  When the referring laboratory is the 
billing laboratory, the reference laboratory’s name, NPI, address, and Zip Code shall be reported in loop 2310C.  
The 2420C loop is required if different then information provided in loop 2310C.  The 2420C would contain 
Laboratory name and NPI.  
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Web 
Complete Box 23 with CLIA certification or waiver number as the prior authorization number for 
those laboratory services for which CLIA certification or waiver is required. 
 
*Note 
An independent clinical laboratory that elects to file a paper claim form shall file Form CMS-1500 for a referred 
laboratory service (as it would any laboratory service). The line item services must be submitted with a 
modifier 90.  An independent clinical laboratory that submits claims in paper format may not combine non-
referred (i.e., self-performed) and referred services on the same CMS-1500 claim form. When the referring 
laboratory bills for both non-referred and referred tests, it shall submit two separate claims, one claim for non-
referred tests, the other for referred tests. If billing for services that have been referred to more than one 
laboratory, the referring laboratory shall submit a separate claim for each laboratory to which services were 
referred (unless one or more of the reference laboratories are separately billing). When the referring 
laboratory is the billing laboratory, the reference laboratory’s name, address, and ZIP Code shall be reported in 
item 32 on the CMS-1500 claim form to show where the service (test) was actually performed. The NPI shall be 
reported in item 32a. Also, the CLIA certification or waiver number of the reference laboratory shall be 
reported in item 23 on the CMS-1500 claim form.  
 
 


